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land held by his predecessors .as freehold, until they had
been deprived of the national warranty. Thus either by a
royal grant placing a district under a feudal lordship, or by
the submission of individuals, village after village acquired
a lord and could no longer boast itself a free village com-
munity. Suit of court revealed itself a powerful instrument
for the degradation of great masses of the freemen, and
readily opened the door to manorial exploitation.
Rise of The rise of a military aristocracy constituted the third
factor in the growth of the manorial system. It appears
first in the comitatus described by Tacitus, a war band that
formed a bodyguard for the chieftains : in pace dccus, in
bello praesidium1. In England the eorls, the aristocracy of
birth, were replaced by a nobility of service, gesiths and
thegns2, and the disturbed course of early English history
served greatly to enhance their importance. The Anglo-
Saxon militia, the fyrd consisting of peasant cultivators,
proved unequal to the demands made upon it by the
perpetual raids of the Northmen. A professional force with
leisure to fight, and with the resources for providing
equipment, became indispensable. It was endowed with
land, usually it would seem to the extent of five hides for
each thegn, and rapidly developed into a privileged class,
English society came to be transformed by the permeation
of feudal conceptions. A threefold social division began
to emerge in the warriors who fought, the clergy who prayed,
and the peasants who toiled. The ceorls, the peasant class,
were degraded and sank to the bottom of the new social
hierarchy. They were no longer called upon to fight, save
on rare occasions, and so their right to a free status was
denied. The thegn now appeared as the full freeman, and
to this dignity he added the prestige and economic inde-
pendence of a large landowner. Two results followed from
the altered order of things. The people were expected to
bring contributions and offer their services to their defenders,
and it may be conjectured that by their assistance the large
1 Tacitus, Gewnania, chapter 13. The war band in Caesar differs from
the comitatus of the later period, as it was formed only for a temporary
expedition : De Bello Gallico, vi, chapter 23.
1 Stubbs, Constitutional history (6th ed,), i. 169.